Authorship and Policies

The following policies apply to all manuscripts submitted to WomensHealthSection.com.
To qualify as an author of an article published in WomensHealthSection.com, an individual
must have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for it. Such
participation ordinarily includes:
•
•
•
•

Involvement in conception or design of the project;
Important contribution(s) to critical aspects of the conduct of the research;
Drafting the article submitted and revising it for important intellectual content;
Approval of the final, submitted version.

Participation that does not qualify for authorship includes:
•
•
•

Data gathering;
Provision of financial or other support;
Review of a preliminary draft.

The Editor may request a description of each listed author’s specific contribution. This
information may be published with the article. The appropriate number of authors depends on the
nature of the study. The maximum number of authors usually permitted is four, with the
exception of Original Research articles. If more authors are credited, include specific information
explaining the role of each author in a cover letter. Noting that more than one author contributed
equally to the work is not permitted. If authorship is attributed to a group or collective, there
must be at least one individual name included. List the names of the individuals in the group or
collective in an appendix, which will be published online. A reference to the online appendix
will appear in the Journal with the link.
Provision of Additional Information
During consideration of a manuscript, it may become necessary to examine original source
documents such as signed consent forms, institutional review board (IRB) minutes, research data
books or logs, and statistical calculations. If the Editor requests any such material, and the author
is unable or unwilling to produce it, the manuscript will be withdrawn.
Institutional Review Board
Institutional review board (IRB) approval or a letter from the IRB chair stating that the study is
exempt from IRB review is required for any original research article. Include a sentence in the
Materials and Methods section stating that approval was obtained, and include the name of IRB.
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Disclosure of Competing Interests
On submission, the author(s) must identify potential conflicts of interests of a financial or other
nature. Authors should err on the side of full disclosure and provide as much information as
possible, regardless of dollar amount.
•
•

Identify all sources of financial support of the study, including provision of supplies or
services from a commercial organization on the title page;
Disclose any financial involvement that could represent potential conflicts of interest and
list the potential of conflicts in an attachment.

Commercial Names:
Commercial names cannot be used in the title, précis, or abstract. When referring to drugs, use
lowercase generic names. If a commercial name must be used, it should be capitalized and
indicate the name and location (city and state, as well as country if not in the United States) of
the manufacturer in parentheses at first mention. If a specific piece of commercial equipment, a
particular instrument, or a statistical program has been used, indicate the manufacturer’s name
and location.
Guidelines for Digital Content
Authors may submit supplemental digital content to enhance their article’s text and to be
considered for online-only posting. Supplemental digital content may include the following types
of content: text documents, graphs, tables, figures, graphics, illustrations, audio and video. Cite
all supplemental digital content consecutively in the text. Provide a legend for supplemental
digital content at the end of the text. List each legend in the order in which the material is cited in
the text. The legends must be numbered to match the citations from the text. Include a title and a
brief summary of the content. For audio and video files, also include the author name,
videographer, participants, length (minutes), and size (MB). Authors should ensure that patients
are not identifiable in the digital content unless they obtain written consent from the patients and
document that they have obtained consent in the cover letter submitted with the manuscript.
Submission of Digital content
The digital files should be uploaded along with your other submission items.
1. Name the file to appropriately identify the author’s name and the legend number of the
file as referenced by the text (i.e., “Jones_SD-Content1.mov”).
2. Choose the “Supplemental Digital Content” submission item.
3. In the “Description” field, provide the legend number that corresponds to the order the
file is cited in the text (i.e., “Supplement Digital Content 1”).
4. For audio and video files, provide the following information about the file: Author, Title,
Summary, Videographer, Participants, Duration (minutes), and Size (MB).
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5. Browse for the file on your hard drive.
6. Click to “Attach” the file to the submission.
7. Wait for the file to appear at the bottom of the screen in a queue. It may take some time
for a large file to upload if a high-speed Internet connection is not being used.
File Size and Types
To ensure a quality experience for those reviewing digital content, the Journal’s publisher
suggests that authors submit digital files no longer than 10 MB each. In addition, video files
should be formatted with a 320 X 240 pixel minimum screen size.
Documents: .doc
Figures, graphics, and illustrations: .jpg, .pdf, or .gif
Audio files: m3 or .wma
Video files: .wmv, .mov or .mp4
Stand-Alone Video Gallery
The editors encourage the submission of videos for inclusion in the Journal’s Stand-Alone Video
player. These videos will undergo review before being posted online, and authors must sign the
Journal’s license for publication agreement form.
All video destined for the Stand-Alone Video player must be encoded in Flash Video (.FLV)
format. This format allows for embedded, streaming playback through the Journal’s website. No
other file formats are supported at this time. If you are interested in submitting a video for
consideration, please contact our editorial office.
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